
“The joy of learning is as indispensable in study as 
breathing is to running.”

― Simone Weil, Waiting for God
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Definition of Life Long Learning

Lifelong and life-wide learning is a concept with broader scope and
consequences. Among other things, lifelong learning dissolves boundaries
between traditional policy sectors. Educational policy, labour market policy,
industrial policy, regional policy, industrial policy, social policy and cultural
policy, are all affected by lifelong learning and they all have a common
responsibility for lifelong and life-wide learning. Lifelong learning can be
defined as all purposeful learning activity undertaken on an ongoing basis
with the aim of improving knowledge, skills and competence. It contains
various forms of education and training, formal, non-formal and informal,
e.g. the traditional school system from primary to tertiary level, free adult
education, informal search and training, individually, in a group setting or
within the framework of social movements.

All these forms of education and training relies on working methods
developing the individual’s ability to search for information and develop
knowledge actively and independently. Libraries have the potential to make
a difference between a traditional system of formal education and a broader
system of learning. Libraries are socially inclusive places, offering a broad
choice of different media and professional guidance in information search. In
my view, they must therefore supplement the classroom and the traditional
textbook



Public libraries and lifelong learning

In a society of lifelong learning public libraries will be nodes
connecting the local learning setting – whether it is of a formal or
informal kind – with the global resources of information and
knowledge, public libraries can therefore play a role of fundamental
importance in the development of future systems of lifelong
learning. The development of the information and communication
technology (ICT) has already laid the basis for the creation of
information Networks, giving users even of small local public libraries
access to the world wide sources of information

Political, economic and social circumstances create, shape and
develop libraries. Public libraries offer guidance and training in how
to search and use this information and rate the quality of information
sources. Thus, public libraries can be said to qualify as important
prerequisites for an informed democratic knowledge society. In this
situation public libraries and professional librarians will have to
change and adapt to new demands, professional tasks and working
conditions. Libraries should always be directed towards the
empowerment of the users.

















Telling pupils of books that might be of their interest.

Excusing pupils to go to the Library as the need for 
reference material arises. 

Making assignments requiring the pupils to use Library 
resources. 

Distributing suggested readings through mimeographed 
materials.



According to the standards for the school
libraries developed by American Association of
School Librarians (a division of the American
Library Association) the school library in
“addition to doing its vital work of individual
reading guidance and development of school
curriculum, it should serve the school as a
centre for instructional materials. Instructional
materials include books - the literature for
children, young people and adults-other printed
materials, films, recordings and other latest
media developed to aid learning. The function
of an instructional materials centre is to locate,
gather, provide and coordinate school’s
materials for learning and the equipment
required for use of these materials”.









































Conclusion
I conclude that more learning should be done at home and every where you go cause
knowledge will help us solve problems in life and will add value to it. As gateways to knowledge
and culture, libraries play a fundamental role in society. The resources and services they offer
create opportunities for learning, support literacy and education, and help shape the new ideas
and perspectives that are central to a creative and innovative society.

“What is the value of libraries? Through lifelong learning, libraries can and do change lives, a 
point that cannot be overstated.”

―Michael Gorman
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